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Addis Ababa, 23-25 March 2004

item 4f of the provisional agenda

Improving the estimation of aggregate exports and imports
1.
In the UNSD report on this issue submitted to the Geneva Task Force meeting, two basic estimation methods were described and results of their application to the Lebanon’s data were compared. The conclusion of that report was that more studies of this kind are necessary before any definite recommendations regarding advantages/disadvantages of the discussed methods can be reached. Therefore, UNSD conducted a similar study for five more countries - French Polynesia, Guyana, Iran, Uganda and Ukraine. Again we looked at (a) share of the main commodities, (b) rank order of the main commodities and (c) the deviation between estimated and reported values. 
2.
The results of this study are still not conclusive. However, they indicate that it might be more appropriate to develop different recommendations for different kinds of export economies - at least for economies which export just several commodities and for economies with a wider range of exports. A more detailed report on this item will be submitted to the next Task Force meeting.
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