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item 4h of the provisional agenda

COMTRADE: Status, Usage and EDP strategies

Comtrade Data Availability

1.
By the end of 2003, there were 112 countries or areas for the most recent year in Comtrade which is 5 more than at the same time in 2002. In addition, the total number of country periods entered for the most recent 2 and 3 years were the highest ever at 246 and 395, respectively.

Table 1

Number of country periods available

as of 31 December of each year

	Period
	2003
	2002
	2001
	2000
	1999

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Most recent year of data
	112
	105
	 109
	 100
	  78

	Most recent 2 years of data
	246
	237
	 233
	 211
	181

	Most recent 3 years of data
	395
	372
	 357
	 334
	 291


2.
Twenty eight countries or areas, which had not reported their 2001 data by the end of December 2002, had reported their 2002 data by the end of December 2003.  The countries or areas are: Armenia, Aruba, Belize, Brunei, Cook Island, Côte d’Ivoire, Eritrea, Ethiopia, French Polynesia, Guyana, India, Israel, Jamaica, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Montserrat, Mongolia, Morocco, Portugal, Rwanda, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Sao Tome and Principe, Seychelles, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, Ukraine and Zimbabwe.

3.
Twenty one countries or areas, which had reported their 2001 data by the end of December 2002, had not reported their 2002 data by the end of December 2003.  The countries or areas are: Bahamas, Bahrain, Belgium, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Cape Verde, Greece, Greenland, Guinea, Lebanon, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malawi, Malta, Mozambique, Niger, St. Kitts and Nevis, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Thailand and Trinidad and Tobago. These are being followed up.

4.
For 32 countries or areas, more than one year of data was added to Comtrade in 2003 (a total of 86 new country periods), filling in old gaps and bringing data more up to date.  Please see Annex 1 for the details.
5.
Ten countries or areas were included for the first time or for the first time in 5 years. The countries or areas are: Burkina Faso, Cook Island, Cuba, Eritrea, Guyana, Lesotho, Namibia, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe and the Seychelles.
Official requests for detailed trade statistics
6.
In an effort to improve the timeliness of data collection and to improve on the interpretation of the data received, OECD and UNSD have sent at the end of February 2004, a joint letter to all OECD member states requesting provisional and final trade data for 2003 and outlining in detail the requirements for the dataset (see Annex 2 of the UNSD/OECD report on agenda item 5c). In addition, all OECD member states were requested to send HS 2-digit data fully broken down by partner.

7.
At the beginning of March 2004, UNSD has sent also to all non-OECD countries and areas a letter requesting provisional and final trade data for 2003 and other years, if applicable. The letter was accompanied by the same data requirements as sent to the OECD countries. 
8.
The arrangements for sharing national data with ECLAC, FAO, ITC and OECD continue to contribute significantly to the coverage and timeliness of Comtrade. Further, personal contact through the organization of workshops, visits to countries and attendance at seminars and conferences has also helped a lot during the past year.

Comtrade usage on the mainframe
9.
A summary of Comtrade usage among international organizations is given in Table 2. Eurostat, ITC, UNCTAD and WTO still made important use of mainframe Comtrade during 2003. OECD and ECE no longer have a mainframe connection, and also FAO is moving away from the mainframe. These 3 organizations are using Comtrade now mostly via the Internet. In general, users are encouraged to switch to the Internet version of Comtrade (called UN Comtrade). As mentioned in the joint OECD-UNSD report under Task Force item 5c, progress has been made in developing a data processing system for Comtrade on a server and this will eventually result in the elimination of the mainframe Comtrade database. All users are encouraged to seek server based solutions for data extractions and manipulations which are currently still done on the mainframe.
Table 2
Number of records extracted from Mainframe Comtrade

(in millions of records)
	Organization
	2003
	2002
	2001
	2000
	1999

	EUROSTAT
	86.7
	159.5
	182.7
	  0.0
	 70.4

	ECE
	0.0
	0.0
	  2.0
	  4.8
	  4.0

	FAO
	0.2
	0.8
	  8.6
	  1.1
	  0.7

	ITC
	136.0
	400.7
	 95.9
	345.2
	376.2

	OECD
	0.0
	0.0
	  0.0
	  0.0
	  0.0

	UNCTAD
	178.0
	285.4
	230.0
	275.3
	 94.7

	WTO
	128.1
	94.8
	 55.6 
	187.3
	 88.2

	UNSD
	0.0
	0.0
	  0.0
	 0.05
	204.5

	OTHER USERS
	8.5
	29.0
	 55.2
	 33.3
	 41.3


Comtrade usage on the Internet
10.
On 1 June 2003 the production version of Comtrade was opened to the public on the Internet (the Internet version of Comtrade is indicated as UN Comtrade). Everyone can have free of charge access via a Guest User ID (hereafter called guest user), which allows to extract any kind of record from UN Comtrade but limits the download capability. If download is required then this can be obtained via paid subscription as a registered user. Usage statistics have been gathered for all (registered and guest) users of UN Comtrade. Annex 2 shows the number of different users which accessed UN Comtrade from June 2003 until February 2004. This number has been counted as the sum of different IP addresses per month.
11.
Currently, over 1,000 different users access UN Comtrade every week; this number is over 3,000 on a monthly basis. Of these 3,000 users about 90% are guest users which use the database for free. The average number of data queries per user per month is roughly 30 for guest users and 40 for registered users. The main difference between two categories of users lies in the number of records which are downloaded. Whereas the average number of records “downloaded” (via cut and paste) by guest users would be roughly in the neighborhood of 15,000 records per month, the average number of records downloaded per registered user is over 300,000 records.
12.
The distribution of the number of downloaded record per (registered) user is very skewed which means that most registered users only download small datasets and a few users download millions of records. In the months of January and February 2004 alone over 750 million records were downloaded from UN Comtrade which is more than the total download for 2003 on mainframe Comtrade (which was around 500 million records).  These numbers counter the argument raised in the past that an Internet/server database would be unsuitable for the download of large quantities of data.
13.
Graph 1 shows the percentage of data queries per classification over the last 6 months for guest and registered users. The total number of data queries was 464,633 for the guest users and 65,583 data queries for the registered users. The 1996 edition of the HS (indicated as H1) is mostly requested by UN Comtrade users followed by SITC, Rev3, (indicated as S3). The pattern of classifications used is very similar between guest and registered users with the exception of SITC, Rev2, (S2) which is more used by the registered users. The reason for this last observation could be that registered users are more interested in longer time series than guest users.
Graph 1

Percentage of data queries per classification and users’ group 
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14.
There are many more ways in which we can analyze the UN Comtrade usage statistics. One last example of an angle of observation is the geographical distribution of the users’ group. The country of origin of a user is determined by mapping the IP address against an official list of IP addresses which identifies the country of origin. Annex 3 shows the number of data queries broken down by country of the users. First it gives a graph of the percentages of data request by region and thereafter it gives the number of requests per country (only the top 20 countries are shown). All data requests have been counted since UN Comtrade was opened to the public in October 2002. The total number of data requests is almost 950 thousand. The second part of Annex 3 shows not surprisingly, that most requests were made by users in the USA. However, it also shows, (1) that users in China are closing the IT gap and (2) that users from a number of developing countries (Thailand, India, Brazil and Argentina) make important use of the UN Comtrade database. 
_____________

Annex 1

Countries or areas for which more than one year was added to Comtrade in 2002

	Aruba
	1999 to 2002

	Azerbaijan
	1996, 1997, 2002

	Bahamas
	1998, 1999

	Belize
	2001, 2002

	Burkina Faso
	1997 to 2001

	Cook Island
	2000, 2001, 2002

	Cuba
	1999 to 2001

	Dominican Republic
	1998 to 2001

	Egypt
	2000, 2002

	Eritrea
	2000, 2001, 2002

	Ethiopia
	2001, 2002

	French Polynesia
	2001, 2002

	India
	2001, 2002

	Israel
	2001, 2002

	Montserrat
	2001, 2002

	Mongolia
	1997 to 2001

	Morocco
	2001, 2002

	Namibia
	2000, 2001

	Portugal
	2001, 2002

	Qatar
	2000, 2002

	Rwanda
	1996 to 1999, 2001, 2002

	Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
	2001, 2002

	Sao Tome and Principe
	1999 to 2002

	Seychelles
	2001, 2002

	Sudan
	1999 to 2002

	Swaziland
	2000 and 2002

	Tanzania
	2000, 2001

	Tunisia
	2001, 2002

	Ukraine
	2000, 2002

	United Arab Emirates
	2000, 2001

	Zambia
	1996, 2002

	Zimbabwe
	2001, 2002


Annex 2

Number of different users per month 
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Annex 3

Distribution of data queries by region and country or area

Part 1

Percentage of data queries per region 

(total number of data queries = 954,494)
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Part 2
Number of data queries per country or area 

(total number of data queries = 954,494)

	USA
	160,140

	China
	102,055

	Thailand
	50,496

	Estonia
	38,681

	India
	37,623

	Germany
	34,921

	United Kingdom
	34,695

	Italy
	27,933

	Poland
	27,787

	Spain
	26,108

	Japan
	25,280

	Brazil
	23,578

	Argentina
	20,770

	France
	19,341

	Canada
	18,791

	Unknown origin
	18,780

	Switzerland
	16,106

	Mexico
	15,982

	Rep. of Moldova
	13,883

	Turkey
	13,453
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