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Task Force on International Merchandise Trade Statistics

Addis Ababa, 23-25 March 2004

item 4g of the provisional agenda

National Practices in Compilation of External Trade Index Numbers:

A technical report
1.
The report has been submitted for publication in September 2003. It is expected that it will be printed by the end of 2004.  A summary of the report is available on the UNSD Web site at http://unstats.un.org/unsd/ . 
2.
UNSD intends to maintain an electronic copy of the report on the EDG and update it as new information becomes available. The TF members are invited to inform UNSD of any new developments in country practices in this area.

2.
Compilation of index numbers is an activity which many national statistical offices have difficulty to undertake. In this connection, TF might wish to periodically examine country progress in this area and to review options for assisting developing countries in building their capability to compile index numbers of external merchandise trade. This may include conducting joint workshops, especially when the Manual on compilation of index numbers of external trade will be finalized.
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