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Task Force on International Merchandise Trade Statistics

Addis Ababa, 23-25 March 2004

item 4a of the provisional agenda

International Merchandise Trade Statistics: 

Supplement to Compilers Manual
1.
International Merchandise Trade Statistics: Compilers Manual has been submitted for publication in 2002. During 2002 – 2003 UNSD conducted four regional workshops to assist countries in implementation of the UN recommendations in the area of international merchandise trade statistics using the unedited text of the Manual.  The hard copies of the Manual are printed now. UNSD will send copies of the Manual to national compilers over April/May 2004. UNSD will continue its technical assistance programme by promoting use of the Manual by the trade statisticians of developing countries. For instance, three more workshops are planned for 2004/2005 biennium.
2.
In preparation to the 35th session of the UN Statistical Commission the publication programme of UNSD was reviewed. It was recognized that it is reasonable to allow for more time for national data compilers and data users to gain experience with the Manual and to formulate topics for further elaboration in the Supplement to the Manual. A need for focusing on preparation of SITC, Rev.4 was also emphasized. In this connection it was decided not to include the Supplement in 2004/2005 publication programme. The Supplement will be included in the UNSD publication programme as soon as it will be drafted.

3.
Referring to the discussions held at the previous meetings of the TF, UNSD invites all TF members to review their positions regarding participation in drafting parts of the Supplement and submit their proposals to UNSD. UNSD would appreciate it very much if proposals would include not only topics for inclusion but also commitments to submit draft text by a specific date. Based on those proposals UNSD will prepare an outline of the Supplement contents.
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